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ABSTRACT

The current study explores the legal and ethical issues surrounding witness protection in India by
examining how current practices correspond to the constitutional values, human rights standards, and
the legitimate needs of the vulnerable witnesses. The objective is to analyze the present protection
measures in terms of their benefits and disadvantages and identify the reforms necessary for the
betterment of the justice delivery system. In India, the protective measures are of extreme import, as
the prevailing conditions of threats, non-cooperative witnesses, political influence, and underworld
gangs conducting their operations often undermine the trust in the evidence and the judicial process
through trials. Besides, the absence of a national law uniform in nature and the incompatible witness
protection scheme (2018), breach of confidentiality, accountability of police, and the state moral
responsibility to offer protection and respect to those who assist the justice system are among the
principal legal and ethical quandaries that are being debated in the study. The research applies
qualitative methodology and partly depends on secondary data like court decisions, policy documents,
academic writings, international instances, etc., and identifies the major findings of lack of
infrastructure, financial resources restricted to minimal necessity, absence of proper training, and poor
inter-institutional cooperation. Moreover, the results point out that witnesses have to face and such
social and psychological factors are there, which discourage witnesses from coming forward and
cooperating. In short, the paper suggests that India needs to come up with all-encompassing witness
protection law, to fortify the institutional framework, to set up special units for the protection of
witnesses, and to incorporate the ethically rooted practices for the purpose of providing a consistent
and efficient security cover for witnesses. Not only the improved witness protection will lead to higher
conviction rates, but also it will help in restoring the public's trust and fostering a more account.

Keywords: crime against humanity, adversary system, or jurisprudence, bail, martyrdom, prejudice,
human trafficking, appellant, convict, indenture, court order.

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of witness vulnerability in India

Witnesses are a vital part of the Indian legal system and their testimonies can either make or break a
case. Nevertheless, they are the most exposed and unprotected among the participants in a criminal
trial. That’s why there are many reports of different forms of harassments, like threats, intimidation,
coercion, and bribery, especially in the case of organized crime, terrorism, sex crimes, and politically
sensitive matters. Besides, a lot of witnesses also prefer to withdraw their statements, or worse, turn
hostile because they are so scared of retribution and are not provided with institutional protection. The
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severity of the issue can be seen in the increasing number of acquittals in high-profile crimes where
the main witnesses either take back their statements or do not come to court at all. However, their role
has always been recognized, but unfortunately, the criminal justice system did not offer them serious
protection which finally resulted in erosion of trust in the police and a decline in the public's overall
confidence in the judicial process.

1.2 Role of witnesses in criminal trials

Witnesses are the main cornerstones of just adjudication and truth in the court. In most cases, their
testimonies are the ones that decide whether someone is guilty or not, especially in criminal cases
where physical evidence may be lacking. The Indian judiciary has recognized the importance of
witnesses over and over again and stated that the value of evidence to a trial is lost once it is devoid of
credible testimony. The presence of witnesses can lead to the clarification of the crime, the
identification of the perpetrator, and the support of documents or evidence from forensic tests.
Consequently, the dependability and readiness of witnesses influence the ups and downs of criminal
trials drastically. Nevertheless, the ideal witness role is still limited in cases where witnesses feel
threatened, manipulated, or unsupported by government institutions.

1.3 Need for protection laws

The witness protection program is necessary for cases of hostility from witnesses, powerful accused
persons' interference, and the criminal procedure system's loopholes. The Indian Penal Code and the
Code of Criminal Procedure include provisions for intimidation, but they do not establish a thorough
system for proactive security. Up to a short while back, India had no witness security law or no
witness security scheme for the whole country. The nonavailability of protection in many instances
results in the justice system being delayed, the evidence being weakened and the number of
unsuccessful prosecutions increasing. Hence, witness protection laws are vital for both human safety
and the judicial process's integrity preservation.

1.4 Importance of legal and ethical safeguards

Witness protection program consideration takes legal and ethical aspects into their account, namely,
the issues of confidentiality, safety, transparency, and fairness. The protection of witnesses is not only
a matter of procedure; the state is ethically committed to protecting human rights and providing
justice. Ethical measures protect witnesses from the use of force, threats, or violation of their privacy,
which is particularly relevant in cases involving the most sensitive victims like children or survivors of
sexual violence. At the same time, protection measures must also balance the rights of the accused to a
fair trial. Therefore, legal protection must operate within constitutional principles and human rights
norms while ensuring that witnesses are able to testify without fear.

e The Witness Protection Scheme, 2018 was approved by the Supreme Court of India and states
are directed to implement it.

e Under the Scheme, “protected witness” may get measures such as anonymity, change of
identity, relocation, secure passage to court, police-escort, use of safe houses, separate waiting
areas, or in-camera trials.

e The idea behind the scheme rests on reports by earlier commissions (e.g. the Law Commission
of India) which recognized that many witnesses, particularly victims or those known to the
accused, face serious threats that may force them to withdraw or alter testimony.

o Empirical research on hostility of witnesses shows a widespread phenomenon: in some cases, a
very large fraction of prosecution witnesses retract or turn “hostile.”
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o Example: In a recent murder trial, out of 87 witnesses, 71 retracted earlier statements — and
the accused were acquitted.

« Another recent high-profile case (2025) — the Malegaon blast case — saw 39 witnesses turn
hostile, severely weakening the prosecution’s case.

« Official action has recently started to target hostile or contradictory official-witness statements:
anti-corruption agencies have filed perjury or departmental cases against government witnesses
whose hostile statements led to dismissal of graft/DA cases.

e On the legal side, India’s new legal statutes under the reformed code — e.g. fresh evidence law
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (BSA 2023) — contain explicit provisions governing
testimony, identity and rights of witnesses.

e The presence of a formal protective framework (2018 Scheme) indicates that the policy
acknowledges the issue of witness-vulnerability; however, the recurring hostile-witness
situations suggest either improper implementation, lack of understanding, or systemic failure.

« Recent measures, including perjury charges against hostile official witnesses, indicate that the
institutions’ efforts to discourage false and contradictory testimonies are increasing —
however, the fact that such measures are still referred to as "recent/trial-and-error™ points to the
fragility of the system.

« Legal changes (new laws) demonstrate changing recognition — but the lack of trust, fear, and
practical difficulties still appear to be the main factors keeping the potential witnesses from
fully cooperating.

1.5 Research Questions
1. What are the present-day legal systems for witness protection in India?

2. What morality-related problems are the witness protection programs and practices
encountering in the course of criminal investigation and trial?

3. To what extent has the Witness Protection Scheme 2018 been successful in tackling present-
day issues?

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE
2.1 Existing academic studies

Bajpai (2017) looks into the development of witness protection in India by taking a close look at the
changes in law, court decisions, and comparing it with other countries' practices. His research points
out the cracks that have existed for a long time in the Indian criminal justice system, particularly the
lack of a formal witness protection law before the 2018 Witness Protection Scheme was introduced.
He further claims that the threats, the intimidation, and the social pressures make the testimonies
unreliable to a great extent, finally having an impact on the fair trial standards. The study underlines
the significance of institutional guarantees about the previously mentioned cases along with the legal
and ethical issues indicated by the current research.

In his study, Sharma (2020) presents an in-depth view of the ethical problems and human rights
concerns that the Indian system of witness protection creates. Through qualitative analysis and case
studies, the writer highlights the conflicts between hiding the identity of witnesses and the requirement
of transparency during court trials. Besides, Sharma asserts that the poor funding, bureaucratic
hurdles, and lack of training for protection staff are factors that lead to the ineffective use of witness
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protection laws. The research also mentions the ethical issues involved in the process of weighing the
rights of the accused against the security provision for timid witnesses. The results of Sharma'’s study
provide very important information concerning the moral and technical challenges that are currently at
the core of witness protection debates.

2.2 Key constitutional and legal provisions

In his study, Bajpai (2019) investigates the constitutionally based protection found in Articles 14, 21,
and 39A. He puts forward that witness intimidation protection is an inevitable part of the right to a fair
trial which, however, is not strictly said in the Constitution but rather it is through the interpretation
that judicial expands the term ‘fair procedure’ in Article 21 that it can be said to emerge. Besides, he
scrutinizes the Supreme Court's pronouncements regarding the necessity of procedural fairness and
points out that the Witness Protection Scheme, 2018, by implementing these constitutional safeguards,
fills a gap in India's criminal justice system that has existed for a long time.

In his comprehensive analysis, Kumar (2021) assesses the legal backdrop of the Indian statutory
landscape, bringing to light the various provisions that are scattered across the Code of Criminal
Procedure, the Indian Penal Code as well as the NDPS Act and POCSO Act, which are among the
special laws. He observes that India had no single system up to the time when the Supreme Court
acknowledged the Witness Protection Scheme, 2018, even though there were certain measures for
protection - for example, in-camera trials, identity concealment, and police protection. He points out
that although the rights enshrined in the Constitution are the basis of the scheme, the disparities in its
application owing to federal complications and different state capabilities are still prominent.

2.3 Supreme Court judgments

Gupta (2018) took a closer look at the Supreme Court's important ruling in Mahender Chawla v.
Union of India, drawing attention to the Court's acknowledgement of the vulnerability of witnesses as
a basic rights issue and its order for the nationwide implementation of the Witness Protection Scheme,
2018. Gupta pointed out that the ruling made a huge difference by turning government rules into law
under Article 141, thus solving a legislative issue that had been around for a long time. His research
also mentioned that the ruling gave a boost to judicial activism in the areas of life and fair trial rights,
although the actual implementation still relies a lot on state capacity and police reforms.

According to Sharma (2020), the Supreme Court's previous decision in Zahira Habibullah Sheikh v.
State of Gujarat, which has been popularly called the Best Bakery case, was examined. In this case,
the Court pointed out that witness protection is the most important factor for a fair criminal justice
system. The author asserted that the judgement revealed the underlying factors that made witnesses
turn hostile such as intimidation, lack of proper procedures, and weak institutions. His analysis
concluded that the Court's comments had already mapped out the legal basis for reforms to come, and
pointed out the moral obligation of the State to ensure that the environments for the honest testimony
are safe and non-coercive.

2.4 National and international frameworks

According to Bhandari (2018), India’s witness protection system has lagged behind the international
standards due to the piecemeal approach of the respective laws and the non-existence of a single
national statute up to the time of the Witness Protection Scheme, 2018. He calls for the combination of
national criminal procedure guarantees with the application of the best practices from the international
community such as confidentiality, relocation, and psychological treatment of witnesses. Bhandari
claims that the Indian courts, and especially the Supreme Court, through the passing of new laws, are
the major force behind the legal reforms but at the same time he admits that there are still problems
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with proper execution, insufficient funding, and lack of cooperation among the state agencies. His
research has comparative value because it reveals the interrelation of India with countries like the
United States, Australia, and the United Kingdom where stronger statutory frameworks have been
developed and from where India can take lessons.

Ghosh (2020) offers an extensive comparative analysis of different international witness protection
systems based on the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and the
European Convention on Human Rights. He argues that the ethical dilemmas—such as the balance
between witness privacy and the accused's entitlement to a just trial—are the primary concerns in the
development of effective systems. Ghosh further notes that India is in agreement with a number of
global standards, but it is still not equipped with universally accepted operational guidelines and lack
of institutional independence. The review by Ghosh shows that not only the international frameworks
provide structural models but also the ethical standards which India has to take into account while
enhancing the national witness protection policies.

2.5 Critical gaps in previous research

Bakshi (2014) analyzed the structural weaknesses of the Indian criminal justice system, pointing out
how intimidation of witnesses, delays in the trial process, and lack of police security make testimony
less reliable in court. He brought to light the fact that witness vulnerability is universally recognized,
but the ethical dilemmas in having to balance state responsibility with individual rights have not been
sufficiently studied in scholarly research. Bakshi maintained that the discussions on policy are mainly
centered around legal reforms, thereby ignoring the psychosocial needs like trauma care, management
of anonymity, and providing rehabilitation. One of the prominent gaps highlighted in his research is
the lack of empirical evaluations of the effectiveness of witness protection measures in the different
states, which restricts the understanding of the disparities between the regions and the challenges faced
during the implementation.

Chakraborty (2017) analyzed the emerging discourse of witness protection in India and drew a
conclusion that the theoretical interpretations of the constitutional guarantees were the major grounds
for the discussions among the scholars and that there were almost no references to the mechanisms for
the protection of witnesses. The study did shed light on some international frameworks but also
pointed out a major gap: Indian research does not offer a systematic evaluation of the ethical
boundaries, especially in terms of privacy, informed consent, and the proportionate use of coercive
state power in obtaining testimony. Furthermore, the author claimed that the long-term socio-
economic impacts on protected witnesses have not been a topic of in-depth research so far. This
suggests that the area of Witness Protection Scheme, 2018, in terms of its ethical sustainability and
real-world efficiency, is still a major one that has not been researched.

4. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The theoretical frame of reference for the understanding of witness protection in India is drawn from
the interaction of criminological theories, victimology, principles of natural justice, and human rights
views. Criminological theories help to identify the factors that lead to the witness's decision to stay
silent or cooperate to the full extent, that is, fear of revenge, power disparity, and the system's inability
to function effectively. The victimology theory points out that witnesses experience psychological
trauma, they are unprotected, and they face the situation of secondary victimization, therefore they
should be considered as important participants deserving of specialized protections. The principles of
natural justice emphasize the necessity of the four requirements of fairness, impartiality, and the right
to a supportive environment for the truth to be told. Moreover, the human rights approach underscores
the state's obligation to ensure the witness's dignity, safety, and non-coercive environment. These
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theories collectively provide an ethical and legal basis for robust witness protection programs,
whereby the right to a fair trial is preserved.

Table: Theoretical Components of Witness Protection

Theory / Perspective | Key Focus Relevance to Witness Protection

Criminological Crime behaviour, fear, | Explains intimidation, need for

Theories deterrence protection mechanisms

Victimology Theory | Trauma, vulnerability, secondary | Highlights emotional and safety
victimisation needs of witnesses

Principles of Natural | Fairness, impartiality,  due | Ensures  secure  conditions  for

Justice process delivering honest testimony

Human Rights | Dignity, safety, state | Justifies legal and ethical obligation

Perspective responsibility for protection

5. LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF WITNESS PROTECTION IN INDIA

The entire legal ordering of witness protection in India is based on the fundamental rights guaranteed
by the Constitution, the enactments by the legislature, the interventions by the judiciary, and, finally,
the official policies that are aimed at the protection of the participants in the judicial process. Among
the constitutional provisions, for instance, are Articles 21 and 14 which together guarantee the right to
life, personal liberty, and equality. Therefore, it is the duty of the state to guarantee the safety of the
witnesses from violence or intimidation. Provisions under IPC and CrPC, for example, Sections 195A,
327, 160, and 161, make the issuing of threats a criminal offense, allow for in-camera trials, and
empower the court to regulate witness examination in such a manner that risks are minimised. The
case laws developed in the matter of Zahira Habibullah Sheikh v. State of Gujarat and Mahender
Chawla v. Union of India, among others, were crucial in establishing the right to protection for witness
as a prerequisite for just trials. These judgments fundamentally resulted in the creation of the Witness
Protection Scheme (WPS) in 2018, which brought along the measures of hiding identities, relocation,
police protection, and monetary assistance. The operation of the mechanism is based on the structure
of committees at the district level, evaluation of threats, and coordinated actions of the police, the
courts, and the administration that guarantee protection which is not only effective but also timely.

TABLE: UPDATED COMPONENTS OF INDIA’S WITNESS PROTECTION LEGAL
FRAMEWORK (2024-25)

The legal framework governing witness protection in India has evolved significantly, especially with
the introduction of the new criminal law codes of 2023, replacing the IPC, CrPC, and Evidence Act.
Witness protection is now supported by the Constitution, statutory provisions, judicial precedents,
and policy frameworks, all of which collectively ensure the integrity of the criminal justice system.

5.1 Constitutional Foundation
The foundation of witness protection in India lies in the constitutional guarantees of:

e Article 21 — Right to life and personal liberty, interpreted to include the right to a fair trial and
protection from threats or intimidation.

o Article 14 — Right to equality before law, ensuring equal protection for witnesses irrespective
of identity or socio-economic background.

Thus, the State bears a positive obligation to safeguard witnesses from harm, coercion, threats, or
undue influence.
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5.2 Statutory Provisions under New Criminal Laws (2023 Codes) — Short Version

With the enforcement of the new criminal laws on 1 July 2024, the IPC, CrPC, and Evidence Act were
replaced by the BNS 2023, BNSS 2023, and BSA 2023. These new codes modernise India’s criminal
justice system and significantly strengthen protections for witnesses through updated substantive and
procedural safeguards.

(A) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023

The BNS enhances witness protection by criminalising threats or inducements through Section 226
(formerly IPC 195A), making intimidation of witnesses a serious offence. It also includes stricter
provisions for organised crime and terrorism under Sections 351-359, recognising the heightened risks
faced by witnesses in such cases. These measures ensure stronger deterrence against interference in
testimony.

(B) Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023

The BNSS introduces several procedural safeguards for witness safety. Section 398 mandates in-
camera trials in sensitive matters to protect witness identity and privacy. Sections 343-357 enable
video-conferencing for recording evidence, reducing physical exposure and threats. Sections 176-182
regulate summons and interrogation to prevent harassment. Additionally, Section 530 empowers
courts to issue special protection orders, while Section 538 promotes technology-based depositions,
making proceedings safer and more secure.

(C) Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023

The BSA modernises evidence law and indirectly strengthens witness protection. Sections 4-5 allow
electronic evidence, reducing the need for in-person appearances. Sections 116-120 provide
safeguards for vulnerable witnesses, including women, children, and persons with disabilities. Further,
Sections 63-65 permit video-recorded statements as admissible evidence, reducing repeated
examinations and risk of intimidation.

Component Key Elements Purpose in Witness Protection
Constitutional Provisions Articles 21, 14 Foundation for dignity, safety, and
fair trial rights
Statutory Provisions (New BNS Sec. 226; BNSS Prevents intimidation; enables digital
Criminal Laws 2023) Sec. 398, 530, 538; BSA | evidence, in-camera trials; empowers
Sec. 63-65 courts to protect witnesses
Judicial Developments Zahira Sheikh (2004); Recognises witness protection as

Mahender Chawla (2018); | essential for fair trials
HC orders (2020-24)

Witness Protection Scheme, Identity change, Practical protection mechanisms for
2018 relocation, police vulnerable or threatened witnesses
security, financial aid
Implementation Mechanism District committees, Ensures structured and timely
threat assessment, special | protection
orders
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6. ETHICAL DIMENSIONS OF WITNESS PROTECTION

The Indian legal witness protection program has a significant ethical issue to deal with. The ethical
issues revolve around rights, the safety of witnesses, and the justice system's being fair to all parties
involved. Witness identity must be kept secret for the purpose of not only securing witness safety from
intimidation, retaliation, and psychological harm but also making them testify boldly and without any
fear. However, the legal system has to not only secure a fair trial and due process but also make it
unfold of the protective measures that do not interfere with the accused's rights of evidence viewing
and questioning. Moreover, the protection of the witnesses should not turn back on the rights of the
accused, and the restrictions that might hinder the constitutional safeguards must be avoided. The state
and the judiciary have ethical obligations to maintain public trust by providing sufficient protection,
intervening in a timely manner, and applying impartial oversight. Besides, media ethics and the safety
of the witnesses necessitate reporting that is responsible and avoids thereby being sensationalist,
leaking identities, or being biased which could mean endangering the witnesses or affecting judicial
outcomes. All these ethical dimensions together create a witness protection scheme that is rights-based
and balanced.

Table: Ethical Dimensions of Witness Protection

Ethical Dimension

Core Concern

Ethical Requirement

Confidentiality of Witness
Identity

Preventing intimidation and

harm

Maintain anonymity and secure
information handling

Fair Trial and Due Process

Ensuring justice for both parties

Allow necessary disclosure without
compromising safety

Human Rights of Accused

Protecting constitutional and

legal safeguards

Avoid excessive secrecy; ensure
right to defence

Safety

biased reporting

Ethical Responsibility of | Duty to protect and ensure | Provide timely protection,
State/Judiciary impartial proceedings oversight, and fairness
Media Ethics and Witness | Preventing identity leaks and | Follow responsible journalism,

avoid sensationalism

7. ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Witness protection programs in India have to deal with many problems that affect the whole criminal
justice system. The biggest problem is the number of witnesses turning against the prosecution, and
these are mostly the people who refuse to testify because of fear, intimidation, or incentives. Political
influence adds trouble to the cases, and one of the accused may even rotate the investigations or use
threats against the crucial witnesses. The public's downfall on the police increases their distrust, and
this is because of the complaints of partiality, bribery, and unsatisfactory protection measures.
Organised crime syndicates, by making threats, have created a situation where fear is ever-present and
thus, they find it very hard to get anyone on the stand. On top of that, the system is poorly funded and
allocated, so there are not enough safe houses, relocation programs, or psychological support.
Different states have their own laws, which results in a different implementation of the same
protective measures in each state. Social and psychological pressures such as stigma, trauma, and fear
of community backlash are other factors that further turn potential witnesses against the court.
Summarized as a group, all these problems insist on the stark need for extensive reforms in the legal,
administrative, and financial fields that are grounded on the very concept of ‘'witness safety’ and
therefore will contribute to the administration of justice.
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Table: Key Issues and Challenges in Witness Protection

Issue

Nature of Challenge

Impact on Witness Protection

Hostile Witnesses

Retraction due to fear or
inducement

Weakens prosecution and leads to acquittals

Political Pressure Influence over | Undermines  fairness and  discourages
investigation and testimony | cooperation

Lack of Police | Bias, corruption, | Reduces trust and effectiveness of security

Accountability inadequate protection measures

Threats from | Intimidation by criminal | Creates fear, preventing witnesses from

Organized Crime networks testifying

Lack of Funds & | Limited safe  houses, | Inability to implement strong protection

Infrastructure relocation, support services | programs

Absence of | Different state-level | Inconsistent safeguards and legal uncertainties

Uniform Law practices

Social & | Stigma, trauma, | Reduces willingness to participate in legal

Psychological community backlash processes

Pressure

8. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
8.1 International Frameworks

The frameworks for international witness protection in the US, UK, and Australia mainly focus on the
relocation of witnesses and proper arrangement, the provision of anonymity, and the establishment of
special forces for their protection. These countries put their trust in strong legislation and ongoing
supervision to guarantee the safety of the witnesses. Such systems are proofs that extensive
infrastructure, financial resources, and perfect inter-agency coordination, and hence, the effectiveness
and reliability of the witness protection mechanisms are significantly increased.

8.2 Lessons for India

The global models can be a guide for India if it builds up its legal system, raises funds, and sets up
separate, autonomous protection agencies for witnesses. The world’s best practices, on the other hand,
have already shown that confidentiality, quick relocation options, and psychological support are very
important. The police, court, and social services must work together more efficiently in order to
support the process smoothly. The above-mentioned factors will assist in preventing the issues of
inconsistency, lack of accountability, and witness welfare during the long term from occurring.

8.3 Best Practices

The top practices are based on risk assessment planning, the anonymity of witnesses, financial as well
as psychological support, and safe relocation programs. States that have effective systems grant strong
supervision, and training for the officials and also use of technology for secure communication. The
adoption of such practices can help India to create a witness protection framework that is more
uniform, reliable, and ethical, thus, securing testimony and promoting the process of justice.

9. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The investigation, among other things, has rendered a number of crucial insights into the witness
protection situation in India. Witnesses usually undergo extremely serious intimidation which causes
their testimonies to turn hostile and consequently the trials to be compromised. Although the Witness
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Protection Scheme 2018 has set out a framework for the states’ and people’s the implementation of it
justice is still not across the board. Legal loopholes also exist as a result of the lack of a national law
covering the whole country comprehensively, limited judicial scrutiny, and unclear enforcement
procedures. Witnesses can not rely on the system for protection and the corresponding fight for the
natural justice is thus rendered ineffective due to the non-uniqueness of the protection offered to the
vulnerable witnesses.

The conflicting ethical issues also became very visible, especially those concerning privacy,
confidentiality, and the power of the state versus individual rights. A large number of witnesses
undergo psychological stress and social pressure which indicates that trauma management and ethics
have not been given enough attention. Some of the administrative limitations that have plagued the
system are lack of funds, shortage of trained personnel, lack of dedicated protection units, and poor
coordination among the different agencies that are supposed to be working the system has also
rendered it weak.

10. SUGGESTIONS AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

The main conclusion of the study is that the absence of a uniform and dedicated witness protection law
has considerably debilitated the whole criminal justice system. The author thus suggests the enactment
of new legislation that would define the rights, procedures and accountability mechanisms for witness
security. The research has also revealed the absence of security measures both physically and
psychologically for the witnesses, hence the need for witness relocation programs for the high-risk
cases where anonymity and protection from threats are most important. Moreover, the study identifies
the rare non-disclosure in the course of the trial and the investigation, which thus requires the highly
effective confidential identity protection systems that utilize secure digital records, encryption, and
restricted access protocols. The changes recommended in this manner will collectively form a more
solid legal and operational basis for the protection of witnesses.

Analyzing the field data alongside the secondary research indicates that the strength of the witness
protection program is contingent upon the effectiveness of the institutions and the level of resources
provided. Judicial reforms like the fast track hearings, in-camera proceedings, and heavy penalties for
intimidation would, therefore, be a necessity. Adequate preparedness has also been pointed out as a
major limiting factor in police work, hence gaining the skills of police officers in the areas of
sensitivity, threat assessment, and coordinated protection strategies becomes imperative in the course
of improving the issue. The last part of the discussion is about the creation of special funds for victim
protection, which will be used to finance relocation, security, counseling, and rehabilitation. The
provision of adequate financial support will mean that the protection measures are not only practical
and long-lasting but also equitable across different regions.

11. CONCLUSION

The study proclaims that witness protection is an indelible and an extremely necessary part of an
equitable and an efficient criminal justice system, but still very much in its infancy in India. The
negative aspects that the arguments present include various methods of witness harassment,
interference from both parties concerned in the case, scarcity of resources, and absence of common
law protecting all victims. The in-depth study urges for the enactment of stronger legal safeguards, the
setting up of special victim support systems, and moral dilemmas that prioritize the rights and security
of the witnesses. The future directions of the research are pointed to the long-term assessment of the
effectiveness of witness relocation programs, the psychological impacts on the witnesses, the
classification of the state-level implementation in terms of their best and worst situations, and
ultimately the utilization of technology for one’s identity protection. The current work reveals that the

Published By: National Press Associates Page 129
&l Copyright @ Authors



National Research Journal of Social Sciences [SSN: 2348-473X

Volume-10, Issue-2, July-December 2025 Peer Reviewed & Refereed Journal (IF: 6.74)
PP: 120-131 Journal Website: www.nriss.in

law itself existence along with the better institution collaboration and the protection model backed
with adequate resources are the major factors for the criminal justice system reforms. The
enhancement of the witness protection program will not only result in an increased rate of conviction
but also in the restoration of public trust, exposure of the criminals, and the solidifying of the very
basic tenets of justice in India.
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